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(54) Microwave water cut monitoring means and method 



(57) First and second microwave channels 
(110,112) are provided for the passage of microwave 
energy through a sample petroleum stream from trans- 
mitter antennas (63,65) to receiver antennas (67,70). 
The first and second microwave channels intersect fluid 
channels (1 16,120) for the sample stream with different 
path lengths (D1.D2) for the microwave energy across 
the sample stream. The phase difference between the 
microwave phase shifts along the two different channels 
represents the water fraction in the sample stream. 
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Description 

The present invention relates to water cut (i.e. water fraction) monitors in general and, more particularly, to micro- 
wave water cut monitors. 

Apparatus which determines the water cut of a sample petroleum stream irradiates the sample stream at two dif- 
ferent locations with microwave energy. The distance that the microwave energies pass through the sample stream are 
also different. A receiver receives the microwave energies and provides corresponding received signals. The water cut 
is determined in accordance with the received signals. 

The objects and advantages of the invention will appear more fully hereinafter from a consideration of the detailed 
description which follows, taken together with the accompanying drawing wherein one embodiment of the invention is 
illustrated by way of example. It is to be expressly understood, however, that the drawings are for illustration purposes 
only and are not to be construed as defining the limits of the invention. 

Brief Description of the Drawing 

. The present invention will now be described, by way of example, with reference to the accompanying drawings, in 
which: 

Figure 1 is a simplified block diagram, which is partially schematic, of a microwave water cut monitor constructed 
20 in accordance with the present invention; 

Figure 2 is a simplified block diagram of the test apparatus shown in Figure 1 ; 
Figure 3 is a drawing of the test cell shown in Figure 2; and 

Figures 4 and 5 are cross-sections through the test cell shown in Figure 3 and taken along lines 4-4 and 5-5 
respectively. 
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Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiment 



The water cut monitor shown in Figure 1 includes a microwave transmitter 3 providing electromagnetic energy, 
hereinafter referred to as microwave energy, at a microwave frequency. Transmitter 3 is low powered and may use a 
so microwave gun source. Transmitter 3 provides microwave energy to directional coupler 4. Directional coupler 4 provides 
microwave energy to a conventional type voltage controlled phase shifter 5 and to test apparatus 8. All conductance or 
carrying of microwave energy is accomplished by using conventional type waveguides and coaxial cables. 

Test apparatus 8 has a line 10, carrying a sample stream of a multi-phase petroleum stream, entering apparatus 8. 
The sample stream leaves test apparatus 8 by way of a line 1 1 . Apparatus 8 will be described in more detail hereinafter. 
35 Suffice to say at this point that microwave energy leaving test apparatus 8 . hereinafter referred to as test microwave 
energy, is microwave energy that has passed through the sample Stream. The test microwave energy is applied to a 
directional coupler 18. Directional coupler 18 provides the test microwave energy to a detector 22 and to a mixer 28. 
Detector 22 provides a signal E1 corresponding to the power of the microwave energy received by antenna 14. 

Voltage control phase shifter 5 provides microwave energy, hereinafter called the reference microwave energy, to 
mixer 28 which mixes the reference microwave energy and the test microwave energy to provide two electrical signals 
E2, E3, representative of the phases of the reference microwave energy and the test microwave energy, respectively. 

A differential amplifier 30 provides an output signal EO in accordance with the difference between signals E2 and 
E3. Signal E0 is a function of the phase difference between the reference microwave energy and the test microwave 
energy and is provided to a feedback network 34. Feedback network 34 provides a signal C to voltage control phase 
shifter 5, controlling the phase of the reference microwave energy, and to a mini-computer means 40. Signal E0, and 
hence signal C, decreases in amplitude until there is substantially 90° phase difference between the reference micro- 
wave energy and the test microwave energy. Voltage control phase shifter 5 indicates the amount of phase shift 
required to eliminate the phase difference. 

Signals E1 , T and C are provided to a conventional type mini-computer means 40 which contains within its memory 
means data related to phase and power for various percentages of water cuts that could be encountered in the produc- 
tion stream. Phase shifter 5 also provides an enable signal to computer means 40 allowing computer means 40 to utilize 
signals T, C and E1 to select the proper water cut value. Computer means 40 provides signals, corresponding to the 
selected water cut value, to readout means 44 which may be either display means or record means or a combination of 
the two. 

With reference to Figures 1 and 2, test apparatus 8 includes a test cell 53 receiving the sample stream from line 10 
and providing it to a line 55. The sample stream in line 55 is provided to test cell 53. A channel in test cell 53 connects 
line 55 to line 1 1 . Test cell 53 will be described more fully hereinafter. 

Microwave energy from directional coupler 4 enters switch means 58 which provides microwave energy to test cell 
53 through either a line 62 or a line 64. Une 62 provides the microwave to an antenna 63 which radiates the microwave 
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energy into the sample stream. Similarly, when microwave energy is provided by line 64, it is provided to an antenna 
65. Antenna 65 radiates the microwave energy into the sample stream. However, as explained hereinafter, the distance 
that the microwave energy travels through the sample stream varies dependent on which antenna 63 or 65 is radiating. 
Line 66 carries test microwave energy received by an antenna 67 after it has passed through the sample stream. Sim- 
s ilarly, line 69 carries test microwave energy received by an antenna 70 after it has passed through the sample stream. 
Switch means 72 receives the test microwave energy from either line 66 or line 67 and provides it to directional coupler 
18. 

With reference to Figure 3, there is shown test cell 53 having microwave entrance ports 95 and 98. On the other 
side of test cell 53 as represented by dash lines are microwave exit ports 1 05 and 1 08. Connecting microwave entrance 

10 port 95 and microwave exit port 105 is a microwave channel 1 10. Similarly a microwave channel 112 connects micro- 
wave entrance port 98 with microwave exit port 1 08. The distance between microwave ports 95 and 1 05 is the same as 
the distance between microwave ports 98 and 108. Thus, the distances between radiator antennas 63 and 65 and 
receiver antennas 67 and 70, respectively, are the same. 

Also shown in Figure 3 are fluid channels 1 1 6 and 1 20. Since fluid channels 1 1 6 and 1 20 are in line in this view of 

75 test cell 53 only one set of dash lines represents them. This can be seen better in Figure 4 which has a cut-away view 
of test cell 53 in the direction of the arrows 4-4. There is shown a body 125 which may be made of metal having fluid 
channels 116 and 120 passing through it longitudinally and microwave channels 110 and 1 12 for the microwave energy 
cut transversely through it. It should be noted that channels 110 and 1 12 are shown as being offset from each other. 
However, this offset is not necessary to the practice of the present invention. 

20 It should also be noted that fluid channels 1 1 6, 1 20 have different rectangular cross-sections so that the microwave 
energy that passes through the fluids, have different distances of passage as noted hereinbefore and will be discussed 
hereinafter. 

Referring to Figure 5, there is a view of test cell 53 in the direction of 5-5, shown in Figure 3. Channel 1 10 is filled 
with a solid material 130, such as high density teflon, that is conductive to microwave energy, except for that portion of 
25 channel 1 10 that forms a cross-section of fluid channel 1 16. Cut into body 125 is microwave entrance port 95. Further 
there is another chamber 1 34 which connects microwave entrance port 95 and enters into material 1 30 in channel 110. 
This is for the insertion of microwave antenna 63, which may be of the commercial type made by Omni Spectra, Part 
No. 2057-5134-02, slightly modified for the present application. Similarly, microwave exit port 105, for antenna 67, is 
shown with an additional chamber 135 which centers into material 130. Again, this is for the purpose of monitoring the 
30 sample stream. Basically, it is the same type of antenna as that entered into entrance port 95, but again modified for the 
present application. The microwave energy when applied to the antenna 63 enters material 1 30 and is directed to cross 
channel 116 until it reaches the antenna 67 inserted in exit port 105. 

Fluid channels 1 16 and 20 have the same vertical distances which is dictated by the vertical distances of micro- 
wave channels 110 and 112. However, fluid channel 116 has a horizontal distance D1 while fluid channel 120 hasahor- 
35 izontal distance D2. Distance D2 in this example is" greater than distance D1. However, the reverse could be true and 
present invention will still function properly. 

For ease of explanation, we will hereinafter refer to the microwave energy path from antenna 63 to antenna 67 as 
the first side of cell 53 and the microwave energy path from antenna 65 to antenna 70 as the second side of cell 53. 
Referring also to Figure 2, lines 1 0 and 55 are connected in a conventional manner to fluid channel 1 1 6 so that the 
40 sample stream in line 1 0 will flow through test cell 53 to line 55. Similarly, lines 1 1 and 55 are connected to fluid channel 
1 20 in such a manner that the sample stream in line 55 will enter fluid channel 1 20 and exit test cell 53 through line 1 1 . 
Similarly antenna 67 in exit port 105 is connected to line 66 and antenna 70 in exit port 108 is connected to line 69. 

As can be seen in Figure 3, temperature sensor 140,which is a thermocouple, is inserted into a chamber cut into 
block 105 and thus reads the temperature of block 105 as the temperature of the reference and as of the production 
45 stream sample. 

The power and phase shift due to fluid in the second side are used as base line data in mini-computer means 40. 
The base line data and the test data derived from the petroleum sample stream are temperature corrected by computer 
means 40. Computer means 40 determines the water-cut in accordance with the corrected base line data, the corrected 
test data and look-up table stored in its memory. 

so The apparatus and method of the present invention determines the difference in phase shifts of the microwave 
energies due to the sample stream and not the difference in phase shifts due to portions of test cell 53 and the sample 
stream. As such, the phase shift difference due to the sample stream is less than 360° and uniquely related to the water 
cut of the sample stream. As noted in detail hereinbefore, this is accomplished by having two different microwave meas- 
urements using two paths of different lengths for the microwave energy through the sample stream. This permits the 

55 use of simultaneous equations to eliminate the phase shifts due to portions of the test cell 53. The following equations 
explain this concept in greater detail. 

Referring also to Figure 5, the following terms are used in equations: 

= total phase shift, due to fluid flowing in channel 1 1 6, from transmitter to receiver 
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Q 2 -tote'Ptaseshr^^ 

Di = microwave energy path distance in channel 116 

D 2 = microwave energy path, distance in channel 120 

l_o = total distance between antennas 

5 I = length of one teflon insert . 

E = dielectric constant 

E t = teflon dielectric constant 

Ew = distilled water dielectric constant 

10 E a = air dielectric constant 

E v = vacuum dielectric constant 

E 0 = oil dielectric constant 

E f = any fluid mixture 
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= wavelength in media of dielectric constant t.wavof 

X 2 I ^^^ZZ^^^T^T Channel 1 16 the antennas, 

Y 0 = total distance between antennas P em6ntS the antennas utili2in 9 c »™nel 120 

A first phase shift with fluid of E f dielectric in flowing through channels 1 1 6 and 1 20 



senfeTh^^ 

A second phase shift with fluid of E, dielectric in both sides 



W a uw c rfi EQ2 
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The common mode effects are eliminated b, soMraetino. EQ1 - EQ2 to yield: 
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°ZLQ=QrQ 2 H(D v D 2 rfl n E f .S-E r SMX, -x 2) EQ3 

vJSS be' ff £25£El? St3nt £ A nUmbSr ° f re,ati0nSh 'P S betwean — «*■- and 
By placing air into channel 11 6 ^nd SStSST C ° mb " latl0nS ° f fU *' E <" are P ' aced in 1,16 ce « 

oao.-o 1 ..o lM co 1 -o 1 r ^r(E a . 5 -E,.5) EQ4 

By placing oil into channels 1 16 and 120, we develop: 

DELO o=OioQ 2o =[(0 1 -O 2 r^ ] *(E 0 .5-E t .5) EQ5 
The effects of sensor geometry may be eliminated by division of EQ5 by EQ4 to yield 
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DELQ 0 (E 0 .5-E,.5) . 
DELQ=(E a .S-E r Si 

5 It should be noted that in general for any fluid relative to air EQ6 may be written as: 

DELQ,JE r S-E r 5) 
DELQ~(E a .S'E t .S) 

10 



EQ6 



EQ7 



By solving for fluid dielectric in terms of air and the ratio term we have EQ8 

DELQ f 2 
E » ={[( DELQ" r{E «" 5 " E t- 5)]+E t- 5 > EQ8 



75 

Where the constants are determined for the sensor cell in the lab and the variable DELQ f is determined at run time. 
EQ8 represents a true dielectric of a fluid mixture independent of sensor geometry. 

Once true dielectric of a fluid mixture is obtained, there are many published methods of then using the known die- 
20 lectric of each of two immiscible fluids and the mixture dielectric to calculate the emulsion (water continuous or oil con- 
tinuous) and ratio of water and oil in the mixture. This calculation is of great value as the use of dielectric alone 
minimizes the need for complex and expensive calibration experiments. 

Claims 

25 

1 . Apparatus for determining the water fraction in a sample petroleum stream, comprising: 

transmitter antenna means (63,65) for transmitting microwave energy along a channel (1 10,1 12) through the 
sample stream; 

30 receiver antenna means (67,70) for receiving microwave energy that has passed through the sample stream 

along said channel (11 0,1 12) and providing a signal representative thereof; 
characterised in that: 

first and second said channels (1 10,1 12) are provided for the passage of microwave energy from said trans- 
mitter antenna means to said receiver antenna means; 
35 said first and second channels (1 10,1 12) including first and second different path lengths (D1), (D2) through 

said sample stream; 

means (5,28,30,34) responsive to first and second signals from the receiver antenna means to derive first and 
second phase shift signals representative of the phase shifts between the transmitted and the received micro- 
wave energy along the respective first and second channels; 
40 means (40) responsive to said phase shift signals to derive a phase difference signal representative of the 

phase difference between the phase shift signals; and 
means (40) for deriving the water fraction from the phase difference signal. 

2. Apparatus according to Claim 1 characterised in that the distance from the transmitter antenna means (63) along 
45 said first channel (110) to the receiver antenna means (67) is the same as the distance from the transmitter 

antenna means (65) along said second channel (112) to the receiver antenna means (70). 

3. Apparatus according to Claim 1 or Claim 2 characterised by a test cell (53) provided with said first and second 
microwave channels (110,112) extending therein, and wherein first and second fluid channels (116,120) for said 

so sample petroleum stream also extend within said test cell and intersect the respective first and second microwave 
channels, said first fluid channel being of less width (D1) than the width (D2) of said second fluid channel (120). 

4. Apparatus according to any one of Claims 1 to 3 characterized in that said transmitter antenna means comprises 
first and second transmitter antennas (63,65) for transmitting microwave energy along the respective first and sec- 

55 ond microwave channels (1 10,1 12), and said receiver antenna means comprises first and second receiver anten- 
nas (67,70) for receiving microwave energy from the respective first and second microwave channels (110,112) 
and providing said respective first and second signals. 

5. A method for determining the water fraction in a sample petroleum stream, comprising: 
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transmitting microwave energy along a channel through the sample stream; 

receiving microwave energy that has passed through the sample stream along said channel and providing a 
signal representative thereof; 
characterised by: 

providing first and second said channels for the passage of microwave energy, said first and second channels 
including first and second different path lengths through said sample stream; 

deriving first and second phase shift signals representative of the phase shifts between the transmitted and the 
received microwave energy along the respective channels; 

deriving a phase difference signal representative of the phase difference between the phase shift signals; and 
deriving the water fraction from the phase difference signal. 
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